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ORDINANCE NO. 27-2015 
INTRODUCED BY:  Mayor Ann Marie Donegan and Council as a Whole

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING  CODIFIED ORDINANCE CHAPTER 623, FAIR HOUSING, AND REAFFIRMING ORDINANCE NOS. 12-89, 18-99, 74-2004 AND 74-2007 PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATORY HOUSING PRACTICES IN THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO


WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Olmsted Falls, Cuyahoga County, Ohio enacted Ordinance No. 12-89 on March 14, 1989 prohibiting discrimination in housing and illegal activity such as “block busting” and “real estate steering” in the City; and


WHEREAS, the Council of the City reaffirmed that Ordinance by subsequently enacting Ordinance Nos. 18-99 and 74-2004; and 74-2007; and

WHEREAS, this Council and Administration has continued to support Fair Housing in the City and desires to reaffirm the prohibitions contained in Ordinance Nos. 12-89, 18-99 and 74-2004 and 74-2007, all as codified in Chapter 623, Fair Housing, of the Codified Ordinances of the City; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to update and expand the classes of protected persons from discrimination in housing in the City by including prohibitions against discriminatory housing based on military status, sexual orientation or gender identity. Now, therefore,  


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, THAT:


SECTION 1.  That Chapter 623, Fair Housing, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Olmsted Falls is hereby amended in its entirety to read as follows: (new material appears like THIS and deleted material appears like this.)  

Chapter 623


623.01   Prohibition of discrimination

623.04  Other legal actions.

 

  In housing.




623.05  VALIDITY.


623.02   Prohibition of block busting.

623.99  Penalty.


623.03   Prohibition of real estate steering.

623.01   PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING. No person, firm, corporation, partnership or other entity shall discriminate against any person in the sale, transfer, assignment, lease, sublease, or rental of any residential dwelling unit by reason of such prospective purchaser, occupant, user, or renter’s race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, handicap, national origin or familial status, MILITARY STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY. Discrimination as used in this Ordinance shall mean a difference in treatment solely because of such person’s race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, handicap, national origin or familial status, MILITARY STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY. 
623.02  PROHIBITION OF BLOCK BUSTING. 
 No person, firm, corporation, partnership or other entity shall induce or solicit or attempt to induce or solicit a housing listing, sale or transaction by representing that a change has occurred or may occur with respect to the racial, religious, sexual or ethnic composition of the block, neighborhood, or area in which the property is located, or induce or solicit or attempt to induce or solicit such sale or listing by representing that the presence or anticipated presence of a person of any race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, handicap, national origin or familial status, MILITARY STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY,  in the area will or may have results such as the following:
(a)
The lowering of property values;

(b)
A change in the racial, religious, or ethnic composition of the block, neighborhood, or area in which the property is located;

(c)
An increase in criminal or antisocial behavior in the area;

(d)
A decline in the quality of the schools.
623.03   PROHIBITION OF REAL ESTATE STEERING.
No person, firm, corporation, partnership or other entity which receives or expects to receive pecuniary gain from the sale or rental of real property shall:

(a)
Influence or attempt to influence any other person who purports or represents himself to be a prospective purchaser, occupant or tenant of real property to refrain from purchasing or renting real property by referring to race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, handicap, national origin or familial status, MILITARY STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY of occupants or prospective occupants of other real property in the neighborhood.

(b)
Influence or attempt to influence, by any words, acts or failure to act, any person who purports or represents himself to be a prospective seller, purchaser, occupant, landlord or tenant of real property, in connection with the sale or rental of real property, so as to promote or tend to promote the continuance or maintenance of racially segregated housing or so as to retard, obstruct or discourage racially integrated housing on or in any street, block or neighborhood.

(c)
Discriminate against any person who purports or represents himself to be a prospective seller, purchaser, occupant, landlord or tenant of real property by any influence, suggestion, act or failure to act, or accord any differential treatment among such persons, in connection with the sale or rental of real property or in the furnishing of information, services, or facilities relative thereto, because of race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, handicap, national  origin or familial status, MILITARY STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY of any person.

(d)
Nothing herein contained shall prohibit any person, subject to the terms of this Ordinance, from answering questions directed to him from any prospective purchaser or renter, concerning the racial, religious, national origin or familial status, MILITARY STATUS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY of people then residing in a neighborhood, in a truthful and straight forward manner.

623.04  OTHER LEGAL ACTIONS.

Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall prevent any person from applying to any proper court of record, commission or board for relief for a violation of the terms and conditions of this Ordinance.

623.05    VALIDITY.

Sections and subsections of this Ordinance and the several parts and provisions thereof are hereby declared to be independent sections, subsections, parts and provisions and the holding of any section, subsection, part or provision thereof to be unconstitutional, void or ineffective for any cause shall not affect nor render invalid any other such section, subsection, part or provision thereof.

623.99   PENALTY.

Whoever is convicted of violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a minor misdemeanor for a first offense and subject to a maximum fine of One Hundred FIFTY Dollars ($100.00) ($150.00).  Conviction for a second or subsequent offense for a violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor of the first degree, for which the penalty shall be not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both.

SECTION 2.  The Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council relating to the adoption of this Resolution have been taken at open meetings of this Council; and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, took place in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements including the requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the City, for the further reason that it is immediately necessary to have effective non-discriminatory housing provisions in place to protect the classes of persons so affected from unlawful housing discrimination. Therefore, provided it receives two thirds of the vote of all members of Council elected thereto, said Ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its adoption by this Council and approval by the Mayor, otherwise from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
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