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ORDINANCE NO. 60-2013
INTRODUCED BY: All Members of Council

AN ORDINANCE ADJUSTING WARD BOUNDARIES, RATIFYING THE VOTE TO MAKE SUCH ADJUSTMENT EFFECTIVE AT THE EARLIEST TIME ALLOWED BY LAW AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY


WHEREAS, pursuant to Article V, Section 5.03(j) of the City Charter, and Section 731.06 of the Ohio Revised Code, Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City and its residents to adjust ward boundaries due to population shifts within the City; and


WHEREAS, after extensive study, Council has determined that the ward boundaries shall be adjusted; and


WHEREAS, by the adoption of Ordinance No. 23-2013 on April 23, 2013 Council determined to adjust the ward boundaries effective January 1, 2014; and 


WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections has informed the City that, pursuant to Section 3501.18(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, if the effective date remains January 1, 2014 the re-districting cannot be accomplished before the May, 2014 primary election; and 

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting May 14, 2013 Council voted unanimously by voice vote to change the effective date to the earliest time allowed by law; and


WHEREAS, it is necessary to ratify that voice vote. Now therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, THAT:


SECTION 1.  Pursuant to Article V, Section 5.03(j) of the City Charter and Ohio Revised Code Section 731.06, Council hereby creates new ward boundaries for each of the four (4) wards in the City, legal descriptions of all four wards being attached hereto and fully incorporated herein and marked Exhibit A, consisting of ten (10) pages.  

SECTION 2.
 The ward boundaries when adjusted according to the attached legal descriptions will result in the population in each of the four wards of the City to be substantially equal.


SECTION 3.  The City shall cause a ward map to be created clearly setting forth the new ward boundaries, which map shall be consistent with the legal descriptions attached as Exhibit A.


SECTION 4.
This Council hereby ratifies the voice vote taken on May 14, 2013 which determined to change the effective date of the redistricting to the earliest time allowed by law.

SECTION 5.  The Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council relating to the adoption of this Ordinance have been taken at open meetings of this Council; and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, took place in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements including the requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.


SECTION 6.
 This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety of the City for the reason that the decision by Council as to the adjustment of the ward boundaries must be transmitted to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections as soon as possible.  This Ordinance shall therefore take effect immediately upon passage by the affirmative vote of not less than five (5) members elected to Council and signature by the Mayor or otherwise at the earliest time allowed by law.

















         

Garry Thompson, Council President
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   Robert Blomquist, Mayor
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   Paul T. Murphy, Director of Law
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