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RESOLUTION NO.  22-2013
INTRODUCED BY:  MAYOR BLOMQUIST AND COUNCIL AS A WHOLE  
A RESOLUTION URGING THE OHIO GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO IMMEDIATELY SUPPORT THE MEDICAID EXPANSION IN THE CURRENT STATE BUDGET AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, hospitals are critically important to the people of Ohio and to the residents of the Berea, Brook Park, Columbia Township, Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls and Strongsville communities as providers of high-quality medical care and of much needed jobs; and

WHEREAS, Ohio’s 167 mostly not-for-profit hospitals not only provide jobs directly but also create another 1.1 jobs in the community for every hospital job, supporting over 576,000 Ohio jobs statewide; and

WHEREAS, the Southwest Community Health System is one of the largest employers in these communities, providing 2,700 jobs to residents of this area; and

WHEREAS, hospitals are even more essential in the current economy, not only for their stable employment but also for safety-net services to individuals and families who still need care but have lost jobs and insurance coverage; and


WHEREAS, hospitals statewide annually provide nearly $1.04 billion in charity care, and hospitals also incur $645 million annually in uncollectable debt from patients unable to pay their insurance deductible or other share of the costs; and

WHEREAS, the Southwest Community Health System annually provides $24,611,000 in charity care, and incurs bad debts of $16,815,000 for care to patients unable to pay their insurance deductible or other share of the costs; and

WHEREAS, given the tremendous importance of hospitals to Ohio and its economy, and the critical contributions these charitable organizations already provide, the Medicaid expansion in the current state budget is of critical importance to the Southwest Community Health System; and


WHEREAS,  hospitals across Ohio have had to lay off staff, freeze or reduce salaries, delay medical equipment purchases, and halt needed renovation or expansion in order to offset growing losses; and


WHEREAS, there are opportunities to modify the Medicaid expansion to address sustainability concerns including the inclusion of a sunset date if the federal government does not honor its fiscal commitment to the expansion. Now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, THAT:

SECTION 1.
This Council urges the Ohio General Assembly to immediately support the Medicaid expansion in the current State budget.

SECTION 2.  The Clerk of Council be and she is hereby authorized and directed to forward copies of this Resolution to Governor John Kasich, State Senator Tom Patton, State Representative Mike Dovilla, Thomas A. Selden, President and CEO of Southwest Community Health System, and Thomas F. Zenty III, President and CEO of University Hospitals.  

SECTION 3.  The Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council relating to the adoption of this Resolution have been taken at open meetings of this Council; and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, took place in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements including the requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 4. This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the City of Olmsted Falls for the reason that it is necessary to express the City's support of the Medicaid expansion at upcoming hearings on the matter in the Ohio General Assembly.  Therefore, this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon the affirmative vote of not less than five members elected to Council and signature by the Mayor, or otherwise at the earliest time allowed by law.  
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