



ORDINANCE NO. 110-2013
INTRODUCED BY:  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE TEMPORARY MORITORIUM ON THE GRANTING OF ANY PERMITS ALLOWING THE OPERATION OF INTERNET CAFES IN THE CITY, OR PERMITS ALLOWING BUSINESSES TO DEVOTE FLOOR SPACE TO INTERNET BASED SWEEPSTAKES GAMES IN THE CITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
WHEREAS, in accordance with the Constitution of the State of Ohio and the pertinent provisions of the Ohio Revised Code, the City of Olmsted Falls has the power to enact planning and zoning laws that are intended to protect the health, welfare and safety of the citizens of the City; and
WHEREAS, the City of Olmsted Falls has enacted such a Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, there has been a proliferation of businesses in this area that utilize computer terminals to allow a participant to operate or play a game or program in return for a prize or items of value; and

WHEREAS, there are conflicting opinions by the various courts in Ohio as to the legality of such businesses, and the State Legislature and the Ohio Attorney General’s Office are expected to continue to review these establishments and the law and to make further recommendations concerning their future operation; and

WHEREAS, the Director of Law of the City has questioned whether or not these establishments are currently permitted uses anywhere in the City of Olmsted Falls; and

WHEREAS, in order to permit the State to act, and to avoid potential litigation if permits are requested in the City in accordance with its Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, Council placed a moratorium until July 1, 2011, on the issuance of any permit to businesses or individuals allowing for the operation of internet cafés, or allowing the devotion of floor space to internet based sweepstakes games, while it undertook a review of the Ordinances of the City, including the Zoning, Building and Business Regulation Sections of the Olmsted Falls Codified Ordinances; and

WHEREAS, said moratorium has been extended to January 1, 2014; and
WHEREAS, legislation involving the operation of Internet Cafes in the State has been introduced and adopted in the State Legislature; and
Ord.110- 2013
Page-2-
WHEREAS, it is necessary to review such legislation; and 

WHEREAS, Council requires more time to conduct said review. Now, therefore, 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO, THAT:

SECTION 1.  Council hereby extends a temporary moratorium until July 1, 2014, regarding the granting of any permits allowing the operation of internet cafés, or of any business devoting floor space to internet based sweepstakes games in the City of Olmsted Falls. 

SECTION 2.  The Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council relating to the adoption of this Ordinance have been taken at open meetings of this Council; and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such formal action, took place in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all statutory requirements including the requirements of Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the residents of Olmsted Falls for the reason that it is necessary to extend this moratorium immediately so as not to mislead any potential permit applicants.  It shall therefore take effect immediately upon passage by the affirmative vote of not less than five (5) members elected to Council and approval by the Mayor or otherwise at the earliest time allowed by law.
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Garry Thompson, Council President

PASSED:______________________
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______________________________                         



Robert Blomquist, Mayor
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 Paul T. Murphy, Director of Law

ATTEST:





                                                                  


     Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council
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